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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 6-8, 11, 13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Thompson (US 6,650,831). 

[claim 6] 

In regard to claim 6, note that Thompson discloses a digital camera collection 
system comprising: a selling station for selling the camera (e.g. Figure 1, Item 14); a 
collecting station for collecting the sold camera (Figure 1, Item 10); an image data 
station for delivering the photographed image in the collected camera over a network 
(Figure 1 , Item 10; c. 4, II. 33-43); a personal computer capable of connecting to the 
image data station over the network; wherein the user who bought the camera views the 
photographed image by accessing the image data station though the personal computer 
(Figure 1, Item 18; c. 4, II. 33-43; The office notes that a personal computer would 
inherently be used to connect to the image data station over the network). It is further 
noted that Thompson discloses that the camera can be a digital camera (c. 6, II. 55-58). 
[claim 7] 
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In regard to claim 7, note that each camera has a unique access code, and the 
user accesses the image data station by using the access code (c. 3, 1. 58 - c.4, 1. 5). 
[claim 8] 

In regard to claim 8, note that the unique access code is provided to the digital 
camera in an invisible manner (i.e. stored in memory; c. 9, II. 26-36). 
[claim 11] 

In regard to claim 11, note that Thompson discloses an image storage device 
comprising: an accepting device for accepting access from the use over the network 
(Figure 1 , Item 10); a determination unit for determining whether the use is a proper 
user or not when the accepting device accepts the access (c. 7, 1. 65 - c.8, 1.54; The 
office notes that the disclosed password system inherent determines whether the user 
is a proper user by virtue of the entering of a correct or incorrect password by the user); 
and a transmitter for transmitting a prescribed photographed image to the user's 
receiving terminal as requested from the user, when the determination unit determines 
that he user is a proper user (Figure 1 ; c.6, 1. 55 - c. 7, 1. 12; The office notes that the 
user selects an image by entering the appropriate internet address), 
[claim 13] 

In regard to claim 13, note that Thompson discloses accepting access from the 
users according to a prescribed protocol (i.e. entering a specific password at a specific 
time) 

[claim 16] 
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In regard to claim 1 6, note that Thompson discloses a method for viewing an 
image, comprising the steps of: causing a user to use a digital camera for storing an 
image as digital data; collecting the used digital camera; storing a photographed image 
of the collected digital camera in a prescribed image storage device on a network; and 
viewing the photographed image by the user by accessing the image storage device 
over the network by using access data that is unique to each digital camera (Figure 2; c. 
2, 1. 12 -c. 3,1.30). 

3. Claims 1 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Shiota etal. (US 6,337,712). 
[claim 1] 

In regard to claim 1 , note that Shiota et al. (hereinafter referred to as Shiota) 
discloses a digital camera comprising: a memory for storing the photographed image 
data (e.g. c. 1 , II. 28-37); a transmitter for transmitting the photographed image data 
stored in the memory to a prescribed photographed image data storage device over a 
network (e.g. Figure 1), wherein the photographed image stored in the photographed 
image data storage device can be viewed by accessing the photographed image data 
storage device over the network by using access data that is unique to each digital 
camera (e.g. c. 7, II. 53-58), wherein the photographed image stored in the 
photographed image data storage device can be viewed by accessing the 
photographed image data storage device over the network by using access data that is 
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unique to each digital camera (e.g. c. 6, II. 3-29; The office notes that the created new 
filename serves as the unique access information for the digital camera), 
[claim 16] 

In regard to claim 16, note that Shiota et al. discloses a method for 
viewing an image, comprising the steps of: causing a user to use a digital camera for 
storing an image as digital data; collecting the used digital camera; storing a 
photographed image of the collected digital camera in a prescribed image storage 
device on a network; and viewing the photographed image by the user by accessing the 
image storage device over the network by using access data that is unique to each 
digital camera (e.g. Figure 1; Figure 2; c. 5, 1. 10 - c. 7, 1. 58). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-5, 10, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Thompson (US 6,650,831). 

[claim 1] 

In regard to claim 1, note that Thompson discloses a digital camera comprising: a 
memory for storing the photographed image data (c.7, II. 27-37); a transmitter for 
transmitting the photographed image data stored in the memory to a prescribed 
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photographed image data storage device over a network (c. 7, II. 27-37), wherein the 
photographed image stored in the photographed image data storage device can be 
viewed by accessing the photographed image data storage device over the network by 
using access data that is unique to each digital camera (e.g. c. 8, II. 10-64). Therefore, 
it can be seen that the digital camera of Thompson lacks an optical system and an 
image processing unit for processing an object received through the optical system. 
However, it is well known in the art to that digital cameras may include optical systems 
to adjust the camera's view of the scene to be photographed and image processing 
systems to enhance the taken images prior to storing the images on storing mediums 
(Official Notice). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to include an optical system and image processing 
system in the digital camera of Thompson, 
[claim 2] 

In regard to claim 2, note that the unique access code is provided to the digital 
camera in an invisible manner (i.e. stored in memory; c. 7, II. 4-26; c. 9, II. 26-36). 
[claim 3] 

In regard to claim 3, note that the digital camera includes a plurality of copies of 
the access data in an invisible manner (i.e. stored in memory; c.7, II. 4-26 c. 8, II. 10-64). 
[claim 4] 

In regard to claim 4, see claim 2. 
[claim 5] 
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In regard to claim 5, note that the memory of the digital camera may store an 
identification code for specifying a selling area (i.e. store name) of the digital camera (c. 
7, II. 4-26; c. 8, 11.10-30) 
[claim 10] 

6. In regard to claim 10, note that Thompson discloses an information terminal 
device for accessing over a network an image data storage device, the terminal device 
comprising: an access unit for accessing the image data storage device over the 
network by using access data that is unique to each digital camera (Figure 1, Item 18); 
an introducing unit for introducing (i.e. transmitting) a desired image from the image 
data storage device (Figure 1, Item 10); and a device for receiving the image introduced 
(i.e. transmitted) by the introducing (i.e. transmitting) unit (Figure 1, Item 18). Therefore, 
it can be seen that Thompson does not disclose a display device for displaying the 
introduced image. However, it is well known in the art to display images downloaded 
from network servers on display devices to allow the user to view the downloaded 
image (Official Notice). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to include a display device in the system of 
Thompson to allow the intended viewer to view the image, 
[claim 14] 

In regard to claim 14, note that Thompson discloses a photographed image 
storage device as claimed in claim 1 1 . Therefore, it can be seen that Thompson lacks a 
determination unit for determining whether the access is from a prescribed user's 
receiving terminal or not. However it is well known in the art to restrict access to 
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computer network resources (e.g. a server) to certain individuals based upon the IP 
addresses (i.e. a firewall) (Official Notice). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to restrict access to 
the images of Shiota stored on the image server to certain users based upon their IP 
address to keep the general public from accessing private pictures, 
[claim 15] 

In regard to claim 15, note that Thompson discloses an image display device for 
displaying data photographed by a user, the image display device comprising: an 
access unit for accessing the image data storage device over the network by using 
access data that is unique to each digital camera (Figure 1, Item 18); an introducing unit 
for introducing (i.e. transmitting) a desired image from the image data storage device 
(Figure 1, Item 10); and a device for receiving the image introduced (i.e. transmitted) by 
the introducing (i.e. transmitting) unit (Figure 1, Item 18). Therefore, it can be seen that 
Thompson does not disclose a display device for displaying the introduced image. 
However, it is well known in the art to display images downloaded from network servers 
on display devices to allow the user to view the downloaded image (Official Notice). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a display device in the system of Thompson to allow the 
intended viewer to view the image. 



7. Claims 6, 9, 10, 11 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shiota et al. (US 6,337,712). 
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[claim 6] 

In regard to claim 6, note that Shiota discloses a collecting station for collecting 
the digital camera (Figure 2), an image data station for delivering the photographed 
image in the collected digital camera over a network (Figure 1 ; c. 7, II. 53-58), a 
personal computer capable of connecting to the image data station over the network, 
wherein the user who bought the digital camera views the photographed image by 
accessing the image data station through the personal computer (c. 7, II. 52-58). 
Therefore, it can be seen that Shiota lacks a selling station for selling the digital camera. 
However, it is well known in the art to sell digital cameras at retail locations (i.e. selling 
stations) in order to recoup the costs of producing the digital cameras (Official Notice). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to sell the digital camera of Shiota at a retail location in order to 
recoup the costs of producing the digital camera, 
[claim 9] 

In regard to claim 9, note that Shiota discloses all limitations except for a plurality 
of selling and collection stations which include display devices for displaying the 
delivered image. However, Shiota discloses a collection station including.a display 
(Figure 2) which includes a display device for displaying images. Therefore, it can be 
seen that Shiota lacks a selling station including a display device. 

However, it is well known in the art to sell items in unmanned selling station (e.g. 
a vending machine) to increase the availability of the item during non-business hours 
(Official Notice). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
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at the time the invention was made to make the coin-operated kiosk of Shiota capable 
of selling the digital camera in a vending machine like manner to increase the 
availability of the digital cameras during non-business hours. It can further be seen that 
Shiota lacks a plurality of the selling and collecting stations. However, it is noted that 
Shiota discloses placing the kiosk machines in a convenience store, vending machine 
or ATM of a bank (c. 6, II. 54-64). It is noted that it is well known in the art to use 
multiple locations in order to provide access to the system to a large number of users 
(Official Notice). Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to use a plurality of Shiota's kiosks to allow a large 
number of people to access the system conveniently, 
[claim 10] 

In regard to claim 10, note that Shiota discloses an information terminal device 
for accessing over a network an image data storage device, the terminal device 
comprising: an access unit for accessing the image data storage device over the 
network by using access data that is unique to each digital camera (Figure 1, Item 11); 
an introducing unit for introducing (i.e. transmitting) a desired image from the image 
data storage device (Figure 1, Item 6); and a device for receiving the image introduced 
(i.e. transmitted) by the introducing (i.e. transmitting) unit (Figure 1 , Item 1 1 ). Therefore, 
it can be seen that Shiota does not disclose a display device for displaying the 
introduced image. However, it is well known in the art to display images downloaded 
from network servers on display devices to allow the user to view the downloaded 
image (Official Notice). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the invention was made to include a display device in the system of 
Shiota to allow the intended viewer to view the image, 
[claim 11] 

In regard to claim 1 1 , note that Shiota discloses an image storage device 
comprising: an accepting device for accepting access from the use over the network 
(Figure 1 , Item 6); and a transmitter for transmitting a prescribed photographed image to 
the user's receiving terminal as requested from the user, when the determination unit 
determines that he user is a proper user (Figure 1 , Item 8; c. 7, II. 52-58; The office 
notes that the user selects an image by entering the appropriate filename). Therefore, it 
can be seen that Shiota lacks a determination unit for determining whether the user is a 
proper user or not when the accepting device accepts the access. However it is well 
known in the art to restrict access to computer network resources (e.g. a server) to 
certain individuals based upon the IP addresses (i.e. a firewall) (Official Notice). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to restrict access to the images of Shiota stored on the image 
server to certain users based upon their IP address to keep the general public from 
accessing private pictures, 
[claim 15] 

In regard to claim 10, note that Shiota discloses an information terminal device 
for accessing over a network an image data storage device, the terminal device 
comprising: an access unit for accessing the image data storage device over the 
network by using access data that is unique to each digital camera (Figure 1 , Item 1 1 ); 
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an introducing unit for introducing (i.e. transmitting) a desired image from the image 
data storage device (Figure 1 , Item 6); and a device for receiving the image introduced 
(i.e. transmitted) by the introducing (i.e. transmitting) unit (Figure 1, Item 11). Therefore, 
it can be seen that Shiota does not disclose a display device for displaying the 
introduced image. However, it is well known in the art to display images downloaded 
from network servers on display devices to allow the user to view the downloaded 
image (Official Notice). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to include a display device in the system of 
Shiota to allow the intended viewer to view the image. 

8. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Thompson (US 6,650,831) in view of Shimizu et al. (US 6,005,936). 
[claim 12] 

In regard to claim 12, Thompson discloses all limitations except for a 
determination unit which further includes a determination unit for determining whether 
the digital camera has been disassembled or not. 

Shimizu et al. (hereinafter referred to as Shimizu) discloses a system for verifying 
that an image has not been altered by encoding a hash value of the image using a 
public key encryption system (e.g. Abstract). Shimizu further discloses the use of a 
tamper-resistant module to determine if the digital camera has been tampered (i.e. 
dissembled) with in order to avoid illegal action by third parties (c. 6, II. 51-59). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to include a tamper resistant module in the determination unit of 
Thompson to determine whether taken images have been modified. 



Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following prior art further shows the current state of the art in 
uploading pictures from a digital camera to a network server: 

US 5,737,491 
US 6,167,469 
US 6,642,959 
US 6,571,271 
US 6,583,799 
US 6,674,923 

The following prior art further shows the current state of the art in content access 
control to network resources: 

i. Norris US 6,718,328 



i. Allen etal. 

ii. Safaietal. 

iii. Arai 

iv. Savistzky et al. 

v. Manolisetal. 

vi. Shihetal. 



10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J Henn whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8327. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM, alternate 
Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



TJH 

6/25/2004 




